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	Palaeolithic Period
	Mesolithic Period 
	Neolithic Period

	700,000 BC -10,000 BC
	10,000 BC – 4,500 BC
	4,500 BC– 2,400 BC

	There was an ice age during the Stone age and one third of the earth was covered in ice. Archaeologist have discovered that Early humans (Neanderthals and early Homo sapiens) lived at the same time, but Neanderthals became extinct 30,000 years ago. 

Early humans arrived in Britain 800,000 years ago. They lived in caves and were nomadic hunter gatherers who moved around seasonally to find food, some hunted animals while others would forage for nuts, berries and shellfish. 

[image: The Paleolithic Cave Art of France - Chronology]They created cave paintings – the Lascaux Caves are famous for hunting scenes and the Cave of Hands for handprints. They developed tools from stone, bone and wood, such as spears and axes, to help with hunting and daily lifeThe Bronze Age: During this era, people discovered how to make bronze. This was a huge development and meant their tools would be much stronger.
The Iron Age: This was the last period of prehistoric Britain before the Romans arrived. People were making even more useful tools and learned to make them out of Iron. People who lived at this time are now often called ‘Celts’. Celts were farmers and lived as part of a tribe.
Stone Age – Mesolithic and Neolithic Life


  
	During the Mesolithic era, Stone Age people were still nomadic but are thought to have lived in tents made with wood or animal bones and animal skins with a layer of moss, reeds and other soft plant materials for the floor. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d6/Hunter_gatherer%27s_camp_at_Irish_National_Heritage_Park_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1252699.jpg/330px-Hunter_gatherer%27s_camp_at_Irish_National_Heritage_Park_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1252699.jpg][image: Mesolithic Tool Kit]Stone tools are still used but are polished, sharpened and adapted for use as spears and arrowheads.
	Farming and the creation of organised settlements was the biggest change in human history. Stone Age people began to settle in villages. 
[image: ]There is evidence of settlements, such as the one at Skara Brae, often made up of simple roundhouses built from stone. They were built into mounds of rubbish known as midden (small stones, shells, mud and animal bones), which would provide stability and insulation. These houses had beds, storage shelves and a fireplace in the middle. 
Religion and Trade continued to develop and large round megaliths, like Stonehenge, were built!
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Archoeologist

A person who finds out about the past by finding
evidenca in the ground.

Megolith

Structure made. from huge stonss — usually
round. Stonshenge in Willshire is the
remains of o megalith.

Stone Age A period. of human history from 2,000,000 to 2,500 Forring The biggest change in human history —
5C humans learnt how to plant sseds 10 grow
crops so they could grow their own food,
Historion, A person who researches istory Settlerents Once humans learnt how 1o Jarm, they did
not need. to move and. needed to stay in one
place <o they could.store their grain and
sends for next year.
Eorly Mon/ Neanderthols | Early humans Prehistory A period. of time before written records
Hanting, Gothering ond | Methods of finding Jood before the start of Jarming Extinct No longer i oxstence
Foroging
Novodic people who mave around from. one place to another — Flint A hard grey roc
following the seasons to find food
Tools Early humans made tools, such as axes, spears and Hunter-gotherer A member of a nemadic people who

scragers from. stons, wood and bone.

live chiefly by hunting and. fishing,
and harvesting wild food
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