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1. Purpose and Aims 

At St Gabriel’s, we believe that learning continues at home. Home learning gives children 

opportunities to practise important skills, build confidence and share their learning with their 

families. Our approach is designed to be manageable, purposeful and enjoyable. 

• To develop children’s confidence and enjoyment in learning. 

• To involve parents and carers in understanding and supporting their children’s learning. 

• To reinforce learning and develop important skills in English and mathematics. 

• To encourage children to become increasingly independent learners as they progress 

through school. 

2. General Principles 

• Parents and carers are informed about the pattern of home learning and the expectations 

for their child’s year group. 

• School communicate the methods and strategies needed to support a particular home-

learning activity. 

• All home-learning tasks should be appropriate for the age, needs and ability of the child. 

• Home learning should be manageable and should support, rather than create pressure 

around, children’s learning. 

• Parents and carers are encouraged to support children, while recognising that children 

should become more independent as they progress through the school. 

• Where family circumstances make it difficult for a child to complete home learning, school 

will work sensitively with the family and, where appropriate, provide opportunities to 

complete essential practice in school. 

• Children should be praised for effort and encouraged to develop positive learning habits. A 

little and often is best; the priority is that children try their best rather than that work is perfect. 

3. What Home Learning Includes 

The core home-learning expectations across the school are reading, spelling/phonics where 

applicable, and mathematics practice. Additional activities may be set by teachers to 

reinforce current learning or provide opportunities for children to apply their knowledge. 

• Reading is expected three times each week across Reception to Year 6. 

• Mathematics practice focuses on the number facts and times tables appropriate to each 

year group, supported by Numbots or Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) and activities set by the 

class teacher. 

• Spelling expectations develop from phonics and key words in the early years to year-group 

spelling work from Year 2 onwards. Year 2 onwards uses the school’s Scode spelling scheme 

alongside statutory word lists. 

• Creative Families homework is set once each half term and gives children opportunities to 

learn, create and share an activity with their family. 
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4. Home Learning Expectations at a Glance 

 

 



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

5. Reading at Home 

Reading is an important part of home learning from Reception to Year 6. Children should read 

at home three times each week. 

• Share the school reading book and enjoy other books at home. 

• Talk about the story, characters and what might happen next. 

• Encourage your child to read aloud and talk about the meaning of new words. 

• In Reception and Year 1, continue to practise phonics and key words alongside reading. 

• Children should have access to an appropriate text for their age and stage. Parents and 

carers should support reading without taking over reading for their children. 

The individual year-group guides emphasise reading for enjoyment and confidence as well as 

practice. Families are encouraged to keep reading experiences positive and enjoyable. 

6. Spelling, Phonics and Key Words 

• Reception and Year 1: spelling is taught alongside phonics, with children learning tricky 

words/common exception words. Key words should be practised regularly. 

• From Year 2 onwards: children use the school’s Scode spelling scheme to learn year-group 

spellings alongside the statutory word lists. 

• Spelling practice homework activities are set weekly from Year 1 onwards (with Reception 

spelling information shared half termly). 

• Short, regular practice is encouraged. Families can say the word, break it into sounds or 

parts, write it, cover it, check it, and use it in everyday contexts. 

7. Mathematics Practice 

Mathematics home learning focuses on developing secure recall, fluency and confidence with 

number facts and multiplication/division facts. 

• Reception: identifying numbers and counting forwards and backwards, supported by 

Numbots. 

• Year 1: number bonds, doubles to 10 and 20, and halving, supported by Numbots. 

• Year 2: 2, 5 and 10 times tables, supported by Numbots or Times Tables Rock Stars; children 

should also practise recognising odd and even numbers. 

• Year 3: 3, 4, 6 and 8 times tables, supported by TTRS, including related division facts. 

• Years 4–6: all times tables up to 12 × 12, supported by TTRS, including related division facts. 

Year 6 also includes SATs preparation. 

• The school parent guides specifies 5–10 minutes per session: three times weekly in 

Reception–Year 2 and four times weekly in Years 3–6. 

• Families are encouraged to notice and discuss mathematics in everyday life, such as at 

home, in shops or while out walking. 

8. Additional and Creative Home Learning 

Creative Families homework is set once each half term. It is an opportunity for children and their 

families to spend time working collaboratively on a purposeful activity. Families may complete 

the activity together, and children can bring their creations into school to share. 

Teachers may also provide additional resources such as knowledge organisers, vocabulary lists 

for topics, year-group word lists, times-table documents and number-bond resources. These are 

supporting resources rather than additional compulsory weekly tasks unless the class teacher 

specifies otherwise. 
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9. Year 2 and Year 6 SATs Preparation 

SATs preparation may form part of home learning in Year 2 and Year 6. During the Spring term, 

activities may have a stronger focus on SATs preparation. This preparation remains purposeful 

and age-appropriate and should support children’s confidence rather than create 

unnecessary pressure. 

 

10. Roles and Responsibilities 

The school and class teachers will: 

• Set home learning that is purposeful, manageable and appropriate to the child’s age, 

needs and ability. 

• Explain expectations clearly to families and provide guidance where particular strategies 

are needed. 

• Provide appropriate reading materials and relevant resources. 

• Monitor children’s engagement with essential home-learning practice and respond where 

additional support is needed. 

• Communicate with parents and carers where there are concerns or where a child needs 

additional support. 

Parents and carers can: 

• Provide a quiet, supportive place for learning where possible. 

• Keep home-learning sessions short and positive. 

• Encourage and praise effort. 

• Help children to become increasingly independent. 

• Use the guidance provided by school to support reading, spelling and mathematics 

practice. 

• Contact school if they are unsure how to support a task or if their child is finding something 

difficult. 

Children should: 

• Take responsibility for completing their home learning as independently as they can. 

• Practise regularly and try their best. 

• Ask for help when they are unsure. 

• Take pride in sharing their learning with school and at home. 

11. Supporting Families 

We recognise that family circumstances vary. Home learning should support family life rather 

than become a source of conflict. If a child cannot complete an activity at home, parents and 

carers should contact the class teacher. School will respond sensitively and may provide an 

opportunity for essential practice to be completed in school. 

Where children are not regularly completing essential reading or mathematics practice, the 

school may provide additional opportunities during the school day to support progress. This is 

intended to support learning and is not a sanction. 
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Appendix: Parent Information Graphics 

The graphics below form the visual parent guidance accompanying this policy. They provide 

the most accessible summary of the expectations and should be read alongside the policy text. 

 

Creative Families Homework – half-termly family activities 

 



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

 

 

 



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

 
 

 
 

 



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

  

  



St Gabriel’s RC Primary School • Homework Policy • Version 7 • September 2026 

 

 

  

 


	1. Purpose and Aims
	2. General Principles
	3. What Home Learning Includes
	4. Home Learning Expectations at a Glance
	6. Spelling, Phonics and Key Words
	7. Mathematics Practice
	8. Additional and Creative Home Learning
	9. Year 2 and Year 6 SATs Preparation
	The school and class teachers will:
	Parents and carers can:
	Children should:

	11. Supporting Families
	Appendix: Parent Information Graphics

