St Gabriel’s RC Primary School Y4

Curriculum newsletter – Spring 2018

Statements to live by: Grow towards human wholeness in body, mind and spirit and learn to keep themselves and others safe. 

English
In English, we will be having a big focus on spelling, vocabulary and sentence structure. We will be looking at differences between sion and tion suffixes and learning how to pluralise words. Our writing topic will consist of analysing different styles of poetry and then applying the poetic devices and rules to create our own poems. We will be using the book ‘Monster Slayer’, which is about Beowulf and links into our history topic – Anglo Saxons. The second part of the term, we will be creating our own play scripts using traditional tales with a difference; based on the Three Little Pigs. We will be learning how to structure a play and develop our expression in reading and performing.
Maths

In Maths we will start by working on fractions. We will learn how to recognise equivalent fractions, add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and learn how to write fractions as a decimal equivalent. Children will also recap rounding and use this to help round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. We will then recap the topic of ‘Time’. We will learn how to read, write and convert time between analogue and digital. We will use 12 and 24 hour time to do this.
Computing

Children will be creating their own style of music using different computer programs. The other half of the term we will learn all about the internet, how to use it safely and most importantly, how it works.

Homework
Homework will be given at the end of each half term, unless told otherwise. It is important that your child does this at home and that it is returned on the day. There will be a variety of activities in the homework that link to English, Maths, Geography and History. Reading and spellings also need to be completed at home.

Please look at our class page on the school website. We have a class blog that your child can use any time. They may write anything they wish to, as long as it is appropriate and meets expectations they would normally meet in class. 
RE Our topic this term will begin by focusing on Community. We will be looking at what it means to be part of a community, research our parish and look at different roles within the parish community to understand why they are each important.
Science 
We will begin the term with ‘Sound’. We will learn to identify how sounds are made, understand how we are able to hear and looking at the pitch and volume of a sound. In the next part of the term we will learn about electricity and learning to build circuits.

PSHE Children will participate in circle time exploring and describing their feelings. We will be discussing why each one of us is special, and recognising good qualities in each other.
PE We will be learning netball and football skills, as well as continue our swimming practice.


Learning Challenge in 
The Arts and Humanities
In History children will be finding out about Anglo Saxon crime and punishment and comparing and contrasting to Modern British justice system. We will then create our very own trial.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In D&T children will be making musical instruments to link with our Science topic.


Thanks for all your help and support!

