St Gabriel’s RC Primary School Y4

Curriculum newsletter – Autumn 2014

Statements to live by: Grow towards human wholeness in body, mind and spirit and learn to keep themselves and others safe. 

English
In the first part of the term, our English work will be based on the novel ‘The Iron Man’ and we will learn how to write news reports. We will study different features of a report and focus on language effects such as puns and alliteration, as well as learning to apply direct and reported speech into our written work. Following on from this, we will learn how to write a fictional story. We will read books such as ‘Lost Happy Endings,’ ‘Little Red Writing Pen’ and other classic stories. We will focus on developing characters, settings and plots, and using descriptive language.

Maths
In Maths we will start by working on place value. This will include developing our knowledge on the value of digits in a number, rounding and estimating. We will also begin to learn about negative numbers.  More work will commence on more/less and ordering to consolidate our learning. We will progress to addition/subtraction using written methods and understanding the terms carrying and exchanging and why we use them. A lot of work will be in developing our reasoning skills; learning to explain and rationalise our mathematical methods.
Computing


Children will develop their coding skills using programs such as Scratch. We will use this to develop software and design and program toys. We will learn how to debug and fix any problems in our codes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Homework
Homework will be given every Friday and needs to be returned on Wednesday. It is important that your child does this at home and that it is returned on the day. Homework will consist of English and Maths. Your child has brought their Maths passports home; targets need to be practiced. Reading and spellings also need to be completed at home.

Please look at our class page on the school website. English and Maths web links will be provided to help support your child at home. Weekly spelling lists will also be on the website too, so if they are lost, you can continue practicing with your child.


RE Our topic this term will begin by focusing on Family. We will study our own family tree and then look more closely at Jesus’ human family tree. We will explore reasons why God chose certain people to carry out important tasks, and the Christian values many held.
Science 
Children will be working on the topic of ‘Animals including Humans’ which will include looking at the digestive system and exploring food chains. We will move on to ‘Living things and their Habitats’ and understanding how different animals need particular environments to survive.

PSHE Children will participate in circle time exploring and describing their feelings. We will be discussing why each one of us is special, and recognizing good qualities in each other.
PE Children will be learning gymnastics and learning how to swim.


Learning Challenge in 
The Arts and Humanities

In History children will be finding out all about the Romans, looking at Gladiators, the Army and historic people like Boudicca.
In D&T children will be completing work linked to our class topic. 
In Music the children will be learning a Roman song and dance.

Thanks for all your help and support!

