
Year 2: Materials Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary John McAdam

Stretchy When something can change 

shape. 

 John invented a road surface which 
lead to todays road building and 
travel. 

Stiff Cannot be easily bent or change in 

shape. 

 His process is called 
‘macadamisation’ which created 
smooth hard roads.

Shiny Reflects light very well. 

Dull Does not reflect light very well.  Glass is usually transparent, which 
means you can see through it, but 
can also come in different colours.

Flexibly Can be bent out of shape without 

breaking. 
 Glass is often used to make windows 

and bottles. 

Waterproof Something that keeps water out.  Many churches have special 
coloured glass often used to make 
religious pictures.

Transparent Light completely passes through it 

and you can see clearly through it. 
 Plastics are used to make many of 

the things we use in everyday life. 
They are used for toys, bicycle 
helmets, mobile phones, window 
frames and many other items use 
plastic.

Translucent Some light passes through it but you 

can’t see clearly through it. 

Rough When something has an uneven, 

bumpy surface. 

Soft Fluffy and nice to touch.  Petrol is used to make plastic and it 
invented just over a 100 years ago.


