St Gabriel’s RC Primary School 

Curriculum newsletter – Spring 2020
Statements to live by: Experience a sense of belonging within a range of communities, including the local Eucharistic Community and play an active role as members of society. To know that everything has the capacity to reveal God’s presence and in the light of this develop effective and satisfying relationships. To know that limitations are also opportunities for growth and make the most of our abilities
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Literacy


Our Literacy work will be based on the novel “Stormbreaker” by Anthony Horowitz. Our reading comprehension will focus on giving answers in sufficient depth to 2 and 3 mark questions. We will be putting together our own Spy Dossiers, which will contain a variety of forms of writing including explanatory writing, biographical writing in the form of ‘classified ‘intel, persuasive writing related to spy gadgets and non-chronological report writing. In grammar, we will revise word classes, verb forms, apostrophes and clauses. Please help by ensuring that your child reads at home every night!





Numeracy


We will focus on the equivalence between fractions, percentages and decimals, followed by work on algebra and ratio. We will then move on to measurement conversions and an exploration of the properties of 2 and 3-D shapes. We will discuss types of triangle, the calculation of missing angles and problems involving area & perimeter, volume and a variety of measures. You can help at home with revision for SATs by using the BBC Bitesize revision site � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/zbr9wmn" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/zbr9wmn� or revision books that can be purchased focusing on the areas in which your child feels least confident.





Computing


Our computing follows the Rising Stars Scheme and will cover two themes: 


We are Computational Thinkers and We are Advertisers. In addition to this, some ICT work will be based around research for our ‘Spy’ Topic and preparing our spy dossier by presenting our literacy work combined with pictures. 








Science 


Linked with our Spy topic/novel, our science is ‘detective science’ focusing on investigative skills such as identifying fingerprints, investigating light and how we see and exploring electricity.











The Arts and Humanities


In Spring 1, we will be embarking upon a detailed Geography project linked to the 50th Anniversary of St. Gabriel’s School. We will consider why the new school was built and how the landscape around it changed. We will explore a range of maps, embark upon a ‘history walk’ and examine old Re reports! Linked with our Spy topic, we will be finding out more about the world of espionage, surveillance and the passing on of secret information! We’ll discover a variety of codes used to disguise information and will embark upon our own intelligence gathering mission around school using our homemade periscopes to find out exactly what is going on! In art we will be studying perspective, shading techniques and the work of MC Escher. 








RE Our first topic centres around ‘Local Church - Community’ and is an exploration of the Bible and how it shapes the lives of Christians. Children will learn about the different styles of writing within the Bible and how to look up scripture references. Our second topic is ‘Eucharist’ where we will explore the Mass and its links to scripture. Finally, we will consider the purpose of Lent and the great feast of Easter, exploring the opportunities for different forms of worship during Holy Week and considering the importance of the Resurrection.





Homework During Spring 1, Year 6 homework will consist of reading and revision of basic Maths and spelling. During Spring 2, weekly SATs revision homework will be given, based around Maths and Grammar. This will form part of our preparation for SATs so please ensure that it is returned on the allocated day. Thank you.





PE Our PE this term covers lacrosse, gym and Dance, which we will link to music from James Bond. Full kits are needed on Thursday and Friday.





PSHE Our PSHE work is linked to our Statements To Live By: I know I belong in a community that includes my school. I know we are happiest when we are united. I listen to what you say. I show that I am listening to you. I co-operate with others in work and play. I try to use words that make the world a better place. I try to appreciate the beauty and the wonder in the world around me. I know that it is ok for me to make mistakes. I can learn from my mistakes and failures. I try to keep going when things are difficult and not give up hope.





Thanks for all your help and support!








